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Introduction 
 
Fairytales and storytelling have been with us since the beginning of human existence.  Oral 
storytelling continues to be a primary source of information for children about our ancestors, 
culture, and the world around us.  Margaret Atwood said, "A word after a word after a word is 
power." Writing down our words helps us to learn, process, and express our ideas, thoughts, 
and feelings. Writing is a powerful form of human communication and a valuable habit and skill 
for children to support learning in school and to express themselves throughout life. 
 

 
 

Promoting writing at home is one of the best things you can do for your child’s brain and 
learning development.  Through storytelling, children are learning concepts of before-during-
after, how a sequence of events are linked together, character analysis, themes of human 
experience, and it is fun!!  Writing about topics of interest opens up a world to explore and a 
way to “follow the child” in their pathway to discovery. 
 
What can you do to promote storytelling and writing at home? 

• Tell stories in the car, on a walk, or at bedtime. Take turns telling, listening, and asking 
questions about characters and sequence of events.  Stories can be made up or 
descriptions of past events. 

• Have your child write a story and illustrate with pictures to mail or email to a 
grandparent, aunt or uncle, or to a family friend as a gift. 

• Your child might enjoy starting a journal with stories of the day or made-up stories, that 
can be a great remembrance later of their thoughts and interests. 

• Read a story and write a book report or remake the characters or change the events into 
a new story. 

• Research a favorite topic, use graphic organizers to categorize the facts, such as similar 
and different (compare and contrast), before writing about them.  

• If writing or typing is difficult, use the Dictate button in the full version of MS Word and 
watch your struggling writer go!!  It is very freeing to be able to see your story unfold as 
you speak it.  Make sure to go back and proofread to fix punctuation. 

 
Use this packet for writing-at-home ideas, organizers, checklists, and more. 



How to Use This Writing-at-Home Packet 
 

To use this Writing-at-Home packet, feel free to be flexible based on the topic interests of your child.  
Although it is helpful for students to explore a blend of “narrative” and “informational” writings, if your 
child dives into a topic of interest or fictional book just let them go. Following your child’s interest 
connected to writing is the best way to get started.   
 
Step 1:  Explore Graphic Organizers and Prewriting Worksheets 
Graphic organizers and prewriting worksheets help students organize their thinking prior to writing. 
They can make decisions about characters and plan for setting and sequence of events, for a narrative 
writing, and compare/contrast or fact/examples, for information writing.   

• Explore the organizers and then use your notebook paper to draw out the organizer of choice 
for the new writing. 

• For younger children, you can simplify the organizer or simply talk them through their thinking. 
For older children, you can add layers of complexity as it fits their storyline or subjects. 

 
Step 2:  Explore Student and Parent Friendly Writing Rubrics 
Student and parent friendly writing rubrics can provide a guide towards exemplar writing for narrative 
and informational writings and mechanics. The “Kid-Friendly” Writing Scoring Guidelines can be used for 
all levels by looking at levels 1-2 for younger children and 3-4 for older children.  
 
Step 3:  Writing, Writing, Writing 
1st Draft:  It is just fine for the first draft of writing to be messy and disorganized, as the goal is to get 
thoughts and ideas down on paper.  Older students might be able to organize their writing as they go 
using their graphic organizer or prewriting worksheet. The goal for a first draft is to get thinking on 
paper or screen.   

• For students who are younger or who struggle to write, they can use the “Dictate” button in the 
full version of Microsoft Word (not O365 online version) for the first draft. 

 
2nd Draft and/or Final Draft:  After the first draft, go over the writing with your child (or for older 
children they may be able to do this independently) using their Graphic organizer and Prewriting 
Worksheet (see Step 1) and the Student and Parent Friendly Writing Rubrics (see Step 2).  It is helpful to 
write out changes or edits directly on the 1st draft.  Have your child write a second and/or final draft.   

• Please be careful to only highlight a handful of corrections for your child. It is best to be gentle in 
making writing improvements slowly over time. The best way to suggest a correction is after 
highlighting a success, such as:  “I really like the description of your main character as …. . Let’s 
focus on some punctuation corrections before you write the final/second draft.”  

 
  



Wall-E Robot Project 
 
Build a Wall-E robot and create a fairytale or story about its world, adventures, discoveries, 
thoughts and feelings. Build a friend or foe for Wall-E and write a new chapter about what they 
do together or how they learn about each other or what conflict is created. You could also build 
a set for the robots, outline out a script, and produce a video of their story.  This is your project, 
so take it where you would like.  Your Spokane Virtual teachers would love to hear about and 
see what you create, discover, and imagine!! 
 

 
 
Watch and Discuss:  The first step of this journey is to build some background knowledge about 
Wall-E, either from parent-found youtube videos or watching at least the first segment of the 
movie.  Wall-E is a robot left on Earth to clean up and organize what the humans have left 
behind when they moved to outer space.  In the first part of the movie, Wall-E finds many left-
behind items that could have a new purpose.   

• Discuss items in your home, kitchen, recycle bin, junk drawer, or outside 
environment and how they could be reused for different purposes.   

• Create game out of thinking of the silliest repurposing ideas, such as:   
o imagine if your bathtub were a garden planter outside for growing flowers,  
o imagine a dresser drawer as a bed for a stuffed animal,  
o imagine a dog food bowl as a swimming pool for a small toy,  
o imagine a large bowl upside down is a planet for your Wall-E robot. 

 
Gather Materials:  You will need a toilet roll cardboard for Wall-E and … 

• SVA students grades 2-6 can pick up Creation Stations and Wall-E Robot kits, which 
includes nuts, washers, pipe cleaners, foil, yarn, and more.       

• Gather items from kitchen (beans, rice, noodles), recycle bin, junk drawer (more 
nuts, bolts, tacks), or outside environment (sticks, small rocks). 



 
Make Your Wall-E Robot:  Have fun planning and creating your robot, the sillier and crazier the 
better!!  The creation station has a glue stick and elmers glue was provided at semester. 
 
1st Writing:  Use the “Planning a Narrative” graphic organizer as a guide to think about your 
character, setting, and plot outline (beginning, middle, ending) of your story.  For younger 
children, you might simply discuss these items.  Write a story about your Wall-E Robot.   

• Depending on how far you would like to take the project, you could look at the 
Narrative Writing Rubric, revise and rewrite a final draft. 

 

 
 
Make Your 2nd Robot Character:  Gather additional materials around the house, garage, and 
outside and create the 2nd robot character.  What is its name? 
 
2nd Writing:  Write 2nd Narrative about Wall-E Robot and 2nd Robot Character. What is the new 
plot?  Is the 2nd robot a friend or foe or a foe that becomes a friend?  How are their characters’ 
different?  What is their adventure, drama, thoughts and feelings?   

• Reminder to use the “Planning a Narrative” organizer and Narrative Writing Rubric, 
revise and rewrite a final draft, depending on how far you would like to take the writing. 

 

    
 
Create Scenery and Props for the Story:  Where are your robots going to have their adventure? 
What additional props are needed? Use kitchen or outdoor items to build the landscape. 



 
3rd Writing:  Write a screenplay with the dialogue of each of the characters and action for the 
story. It is helpful to draw out a storyboard for each scene the robots will be in, so when you 
are creating the video you know when to stop and when to continue, plus what the scene is for 
each part of the story. 
 
Video Production:  The easiest way to video your child’s screenplay is to have the scenes ready, 
do lots of practice, and get the video from your phone in one shot.  If you create a private 
YouTube channel on your Youtube app, you can store the video to send your Teacher, friends, 
and family a url to watch. ���� 

• Get techy and film the segments separately and then use a free video editing tool, such 
as Lightworks, Hitfilm Express, or Shotcut.   

• Dive into learning video storytelling with your child using low-cost training at Skillshare. 
 
 

   

 
 
 
NOTE for Parents:  Unless assigned by your child’s teacher, this is an Optional Project only, 
designed to encourage creation, art, storytelling and writing at home.  Please feel free to adapt 
however works best for your family.   
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Narrative Prewriting Sheet 

Name: 

What happened first? 

© Mrs. Nerby 2014 

What happened second? What happened third? What happened last? 

Where? Who? 

Topic:  

keithangelasilasella 



Opinion Prewriting Sheet 

Name: 
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Opinion:  

Reason Reason Reason 

Conclusion:  
keithangelasilasella 



Opinion Prewriting Sheet 

Name: 

Opinion:  

Reason Reason 

Example 

Reason 

Example Example 

Conclusion:  
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keithangelasilasella 



Name: 

Informational Prewriting Sheet 

If you have any more information you want to include in your report, 
write it on the back of this page. 

Topic 
Fact Fact 

Fact Fact 

Fact Fact 
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Name: 

Animal Research Report 
Animal: 

Animal Group 

Habitat 

Size 

Food 

Fun Fact 

Fun Fact 

Fun Fact 

If you have any more information you want to include in your report, 
write it on the back of this page. 
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Name: 

Planet Research Report 
Planet: 

Order from the Sun 

What does it look like? 

Size 

Moons 

Fun Fact 

Fun Fact 

Fun Fact 

If you have any more information you want to include in your report, 
write it on the back of this page. 
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Name: 

How-To Prewriting Sheet 
Topic:  

If you have more steps you want to include, write them on the back of this page. 

Step 1:  

Step 2:  

Step 3:  

Step 4:  

Step 5:  

Conclusion:  
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PERSONAL INFO 
Character Name:_______________________ 
 
Address:____________________________ 
     ____________________________ 
 
Date of Birth:_______________ Age:______ 
 
Appears in the Book_____________________ 
 
By the Author:_________________________ 

 

PERSONALITY INFO 

 

 

Character Trait 

Character Trait 

Text Evidence: 

Text Evidence: 

MOST MEMORABLE MOMENT 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Photo 

CHANGES/GROWTH THIS CHARACTER EXPERIENCED 

At the Beginning In the Middle By the End 

© TeacherPrintables.net Graphic Organizers 



Name: ____________________________ Story Title:______________________________________________________     Date: _____________________________

Focus Content Organization Style Conventions

4 Advanced

You have a strong focus or 

theme that shows you 

understand the prompt.  Your 

focus is strong throughout 

your entire narrative.

You have an excellent 

storyline that includes 

sensory details, conflict, 

resolution, and other 

narrative elements.  Your 

story is written in a correct 

order of events.

Your narrative has a clear 

beginning, middle, and end.  

You use transition words 

properly.  You have a 

complete introductory 

paragraph and a complete 

conclusion.

You demonstrate an 

excellent use of language, 

including literary devices.  

Your sentences are clear and 

provide a visual image to the 

reader. 

You use a variety of sentence 

structures.  You have very 

few errors in grammar, 

usage, spelling, and 

punctuation.  The errors that 

are there do not make writing 

unclear.

3 Proficient

You have a clear focus that 

shows you understand the 

prompt.  Your focus is strong 

for most of your narrative.

You have a developed 

storyline with some sensory 

details, and other narrative 

story elements.  Your story is 

written in a correct order of 

events.

Your narrative has a clear 

beginning, middle, and end.  

You use transition words 

properly.  You may have an 

introductory paragraph and a 

conclusion, but they may not 

be complete.

You show a good use of 

language, and use at least 

one literary device.  Your 

sentences are clear and 

sometimes provide a visual 

image to the reader.

You use a variety of sentence 

structures.  You have some 

errors in grammar, usage, 

spelling, and punctuation.  A 

few of these errors may make 

parts of the writing unclear.

2 Basic

You have some focus or themes 

that demonstrate you 

understand most of the prompt. 

You do not follow this focus 

through most of your narrative, 

which makes it unclear if you 

understand the prompt.

Your storyline has some 

details, but does not follow 

the general rules of writing a 

narrative.  Your story events 

are not always in order.

 Your main events are in 

order.  You do not have a 

complete introductory 

paragraph or a complete 

conclusion.

You have some mistakes in 

language, which make it 

difficult to understand some 

points.  You do not use 

literary devices, and visual 

images are not clear.

You do not use a variety of 

sentence structures, and 

some sentences may be 

fragments.  There are many 

errors in grammar, usage, 

spelling, and punctuation.

1
Below 

Basic

You have little or no focus or 

theme, which makes it seem 

like you don't understand the 

prompt.  

Your storyline is missing 

some important details, and 

it is not written in narrative 

form.  Your story events are 

not always in order.

Your main events may not be 

in correct order, which makes 

the narrative hard to 

understand.  Your 

introductory paragraph and 

conclusion are incomplete or 

missing.

You have very little control of 

your language and sentences.  

You do not have literary 

devices or images for the 

reader.

Many sentences are awkward 

or are fragments.  There are 

many grammar, usage, 

spelling, and punctuation 

errors.  These errors make the 

narrative very difficult to 

read.

Total Score: out of 20 possible points

Kid-Friendly, Narrative Writing Scoring Guidelines

Score:



Name: _________________________________ Title:___________________________________________ Date: _________________________

Focus Content Organization Style Conventions

4 Advanced

You show a clear understanding 

of what information was 

required, and who your audience 

is.  You write about one clear 

topic, and gave many details to 

support your topic.  

You use plenty of details to 

support your topic.  You show a 

clear understanding of the 

purpose for writing this piece, 

and you clearly understand the 

information.

Your writing is very organized.  

You use transitions well, and the 

order of your information makes 

good sense.  This paper is easy to 

read and understand!

You demonstrate an excellent 

use of language and your 

sentence structure.  You clearly 

understand how informational 

pieces are written, and your tone 

is clear.

You use a variety of sentence 

structures.  You have very few 

errors in grammar, usage, 

spelling, and punctuation.  The 

errors that are there do not 

make the writing unclear.

3 Proficient

You show an understanding of 

what information was required, 

and who your audience is.  You 

write about one clear topic, and 

included details in most of your 

writing.

You give the appropriate amount 

of details to support your topic.  

You show a good understanding 

of the purpose for writing this 

piece, and you understand the 

information.

Your writing is organized well.  

Most of your transitions are used 

correctly, and your order of 

information does make sense.  

This paper can be read and 

understood with very few 

problems.

You show good control of 

language and sentence structure.  

Your writing has many parts that 

resemble informational pieces, 

and your tone is clear.

You use a variety of sentence 

structures.  You have some 

errors in grammar, usage, 

spelling, and punctuation.  A few 

of these errors may make parts 

of the writing unclear.

2 Basic

You show a partial understanding 

of what information was 

required, and who your audience 

is.  You have a topic, but some of 

the details do not support this 

topic clearly.

You give some details to support 

your topic.  You do not 

demonstrate a strong 

understanding of the purpose for 

writing this piece, and you may 

not fully understand the 

information written.

Your writing is not very 

organized.  Some of your 

transitions may be used 

correctly, but overall the errors 

make it difficult to understand.

Your use of language and 

sentence structure makes it 

difficult to clearly identify tone.  

You demonstrate some knowledge 

of how informational pieces are 

written.

You do not use a variety of 

sentence structures, and some 

sentences may be fragments.  

There are many errors in 

grammar, usage, spelling, and 

punctuation.

1 Below Basic

You do not show an understanding 

of what information was 

required, and who your audience 

is.  A specific topic is unclear and 

details are not clear.

You give very few details to 

support your topic.  You do not 

demonstrate understanding of 

the purpose for writing this 

piece, and you do not show 

understanding of the information 

written.

Your transitions are not present, 

or not used correctly.  The 

information is not organized well.  

This paper is unclear and 

difficult to understand.

You demonstrate very little 

control of language and sentence 

structure, which makes it 

difficult for the reader to 

recognize tone.  You show little 

understanding of how 

informational pieces are written.

Many sentences are awkward or 

are fragments.  There are many 

grammar, usage, spelling, and 

punctuation errors.  These 

errors make the paper very 

difficult to read.

Total Score: out of 20 possible points

Kid-Friendly Informational Writing Scoring Guidelines

Score:



1: Not Yet 2: Needs Work  3: Pretty Good 4: Amazing!

Capitalization Most words are 
incorrectly 
capitalized. 

Some words are 
correctly capitalized.

Most words are 
correctly 

capitalized.

All words are 
correctly 

capitalized.

Punctuation Most sentences are 
punctuated 
incorrectly.

Some sentences are 
punctuated correctly.

Most sentences are 
punctuated 
correctly.

All sentences are 
punctuated 
correctly.

Spelling Most words are 
spelled incorrectly. 

Some words are 
spelled correctly.

Most words are 
spelled correctly.

All words are 
spelled correctly.

Word Usage Most words are used 
incorrectly.

Some words are used 
correctly.

Most words are used 
correctly.

All words are used 
correctly.

Fragments/ 
Run-On 

Sentences

Most sentences are 
run-on sentences or 

incomplete 
sentences. 

There are a few run-
on sentences or 

incomplete 
sentences. 

There are one or two 
run-on sentences or 

one or two 
incomplete 
sentences. 

There are no run-on 
sentences. All 
sentences are 

complete.

Writing Mechanics Rubric
Name: ___________________

Total Score: ______ / 20      Grade:_______    Comments:  



                                                                                       

Independent Reading Book Project 
72 points (including presentation) 

 
Project Options:  

All options include a short, presentation. 
 
1. Awards: Create an award for each of the main characters based on their actions in 

the novel. One might be awarded “most courageous” for fighting peer pressure, 
another might be awarded “wisest” for the guidance he or she gave other 
characters. For each award, write a paragraph that explains why this character 
deserves this award. 

 
2. Word Collage: Write the title of the book in the center of a sheet of paper. Then look 

through magazines for words, phrases, and sentences that illustrate or tell 
something about your book. As you look, think in terms of the theme, setting, 
plotline, as well as characters. Work to get fifty (50) such words, phrases, or 
sentences so the whole sheet of paper will be covered. The visual impact of the 
collage should tell a potential reader a lot about the book. On the back of your 
collage, choose five (5) words that you placed on the front and write a paragraph for 
each, explaining its significance to the book. 

 
3. Scrap Book: Think about all the kinds of mementos you would put in a scrap book if 

you had one. Then create a scrap book for your character, cutting out pictures from 
magazines or drawing the mementos he or she would have in a scrap book. 
Remember, scrap books do include writing (notes about the mementos, journal 
entries, etc.)  

 
4. Graphic Novel Chapter: Create a graphic novel chapter (comic book style) for one 

chapter in your book that you found significant to the overall theme of the book. At 
the end of your graphic novel, please include a paragraph explaining the 
significance of that chapter.  

 
5. Book Review: Write a book review that includes, 1) title and author, 2) summary of 

the book, 3) your opinion of the book and why you have that opinion (are there 
deeper meanings, did you learn anything, etc.), 4) would you recommend the book 
and to whom?, and 5) are there any other books/stories that would go well with your 
book? 

 
6. Talk to the author: Write a letter to the author of the book explaining to him or her 

why you think he or she wrote the book and what he or she was trying to show 
through the book.  Be sure to explain what you got out of the book. If the author is 
still alive, send the letter to the author via the publisher of the book.  

 
7. After reading a book of history or historical fiction, make an illustrated time line 

showing events of the story and draw a map showing the location(s) where the 
story took place.  

 



8. Suddenly the book becomes a best seller. Write a letter to a movie producer trying 
to get that person interested in making your book into a movie. Explain why the 
story, characters, conflicts, etc., would make a good film. Suggest a filming location 
and the actors to play the various roles. YOU MAY ONLY USE BOOKS WHICH HAVE 
NOT ALREADY BEEN MADE INTO MOVIES. 

 
9. Presentation of your choice: Present a project to me about your book. Send me a 

description no later than November 20th letting me know how you would like to 
describe the book you just read. 

 
 
Scoring Guide: Use this Rubric as a guide for your project 
 
 4- Exemplary 3- Meets standard 2- Approaching 

Standard 
1- Not Meeting 

Standard 
Comprehension of 
Story 
 
 
_____/ 20 

There is clear 
evidence of 
understanding 
theme, plot, and 
characters of the 
novel. 

There is evidence of 
understanding of 
theme, plot, and 
characters. 

Some evidence exists 
of understanding of 
theme, plot, and 
characters. 

Little evidence exists 
to show an 
understanding of 
theme, plot, and 
characters. 

Ideas 
 
____/ 16 

Presents points in 
logical 
order, smoothly 
connecting 
them to the overall 
focus 

Presents points in 
logical 
order and connects 
many to the overall 
focus 

Organizes points 
poorly 
in places; connects 
some 
points to an overall 
focus 

Presents 
information in a 
scattered, 
disorganized 
manner 

Elaboration 
 
 
_____/12 

Supports reactions 
and 
evaluations with 
elaborated reasons 
and 
well-chosen 
examples 

Supports reactions 
and 
evaluations with 
specific 
reasons and 
examples 

Supports some 
reactions 
and evaluations 
with 
reasons and 
examples 

Offers little support 
for 
reactions and 
evaluations 

Use of Language 
 
 
 
 
_____/12 

Shows overall 
clarity and 
fluency; uses 
precise, 
evaluative words; 
makes 
few mechanical 
errors 

Shows good 
sentence 
variety; uses some 
precise evaluative 
terms; makes some 
mechanical errors 

Uses awkward or 
overly 
simple sentence 
structures and 
vague 
evaluative terms; 
makes 
many mechanical 
errors 

Presents 
incomplete 
thoughts; makes 
mechanical errors 
that 
create confusion 

Presentation  
 
 
 
 
_____/12 

Student uses a clear 
voice and correct, 
precise 
pronunciation of 
terms so that all 
audience members 
can hear 
presentation. 

Student’s voice is 
clear. Student 
pronounces most 
words correctly. 
Most audience 
members can hear 
presentation. 

Student’s voice is 
low. Student 
incorrectly 
pronounces terms. 
Audience members 
have difficulty 
hearing presentation. 

Student incorrectly 
pronounces terms, 
and speaks too 
quietly for a majority 
of students to hear. 

 



Five Paragraph Essay Basic Structure 
 

 
 

Conclusion 

Introduction 

General to 
Specific 

Specific to 
General 

Body Paragraph 

Topic Sentence  
Concrete Detail #1, Commentary about detail, Commentary about detail 
Concrete Detail #2, Commentary about detail, Commentary about detail 

Transition Sentence 

Body Paragraph 

Topic Sentence  
Concrete Detail #1, Commentary about detail, Commentary about detail 
Concrete Detail #2, Commentary about detail, Commentary about detail 

Transition Sentence 

Body Paragraph 

Topic Sentence  
Concrete Detail #1, Commentary about detail, Commentary about detail 
Concrete Detail #2, Commentary about detail, Commentary about detail 

Transition Sentence 



BCCC Tutoring Center 

Outline for a Five-Paragraph Essay 
 

 

Paragraph 1: Introduction 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Paragraph 2: Body Paragraph 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Paragraph 3: Body Paragraph  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Paragraph 4: Body Paragraph 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 5: Conclusion 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Think of the introduction and conclusion as “bookends” that serve to hold the essay tightly together.  The 

introduction will “push” into or initiate the examination of your topic and the angle you decide to focus on, while 

the conclusion will “pull” tight all the ideas that you have gathered together for a unified essay.  
 

Remember, the five-paragraph model can be expanded to include more body paragraphs that probe more deeply 

into your subject.  Check with your instructor to ensure whether or not you can exceed this length for an 

assignment.   

 

The introductory paragraph should include the following elements:  

 Background information: Enough information necessary for your reader to understand your topic  

 Thesis statement: Indicates your paper’s topic, makes your paper’s purpose clear, and provides an 

overview of the three main supporting points that will unify the essay.  The thesis statement is typically 

the last sentence.   

 If you are writing in response to a text, the introduction should include the title, author, and genre of that 

piece. 

 

 Begins with a topic sentence that identifies one main idea that will be discussed as support or proof for the 

thesis statement 

 Supporting sentences use specific details, demonstrated through closely related examples or evidence, to 

expand and explain the main idea.  Generally, a well-developed paragraph has at least five to eight 

sentences.   

 Paragraph unity means that all ideas in a paragraph are closely related to its topic sentence and further 

develop that topic sentence.  That is, all sentences in a single paragraph must be unified around a central 

point or idea.  

 

 

 This paragraph, and any subsequent body paragraph, should begin with a topic sentence that signals the 

reader that a new idea or point is being introduced.   

 As you organize your essay, keep in mind its coherence.  Coherence refers to connections among 

paragraphs and ideas—the logical sequence of your thoughts.  

o Use transition words or phrases at the outset of your body paragraphs and to move from one idea 

to another within your paragraphs.   

o Have you transitioned logically from the main idea in the previous paragraph to this one?  Are you 

making clear connections among the paragraphs and ideas?  Be sure to think about coherence during 

the revision stage of the writing process.  

 

 

 This paragraph begins with the final topic sentence that relates back to the remaining point mentioned in the 

thesis statement.  Each paragraph should contain a new main idea.   

 Again, flesh out this main idea with specific examples, details, and relevant support.   

 Be sure to maintain paragraph unity.  That is, each sentence must relate to your topic sentence.  

 

 

 The conclusion revisits your overall purpose for writing and often invites your reader to consider the 

implications of why your ideas are significant.   

 The conclusion may restate the thesis, summarize the paper’s major points, or leave the reader with a final 

thought to ponder.  Several other methods for writing conclusions are included on a separate Tutoring Center 

handout.  If you choose to restate the thesis or summarize the essay’s main ideas, do not repeat the same 

wording from the introduction or body paragraphs.  Remember not to introduce new, unrelated ideas in the 

conclusion.  

 



Burke  

5 Paragraph 3 Chunk Essay Outline 
 

 

I. Introduction paragraph 
grabber 
information-adding sentence 
pivot sentence 
set-up sentence 
thesis 

1. Grabber: The first sentence in the introductory paragraph needs to grab the 
reader's attention. It needs to be general and introduce the topic of the thesis 
without referring directly to it.  
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Information-adding sentence: The second sentence adds information about 

the grabber, again, still general and not yet referring to the thesis. 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Pivot sentence: The third sentence pivots or turns us toward the thesis. This is 
the first sentence that hints about our thesis. We can use a key word from our 
thesis here. 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Brief overview of story/text with Title, Author, Genre 
___________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Set-up sentence: The next sentence is the set-up or lead-in sentence. It leads 
us directly to the thesis, connecting the topic or idea of the grabber to the point 
made by the thesis. 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Thesis: The final sentence is the thesis. Everything written so far should lead 
directly to this idea, the whole point of our paper. It should include the three 
topics that the body paragraphs will center on. 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
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II. Body Paragraph #1 

 

a. Transition / Topic Sentence: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

b. Transition / Concrete Detail #1:  

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

c. Commentary #1: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

d. Commentary #2: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

e. Transition / Concrete Detail #2:  

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

f. Commentary #1: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

g. Commentary #2: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

h. Transition / Concrete Detail #3:  

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

i. Commentary #1: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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j. Commentary #2: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

k. Transition / Concluding Sentence (with transition to next paragraph): 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

III. Body Paragraph #2  

 

a. Transition / Topic Sentence: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

b. Transition / Concrete Detail #1:  

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

c. Commentary #1: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

d. Commentary #2: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

e. Transition / Concrete Detail #2:  

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

f. Commentary #1: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

g. Commentary #2: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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h. Transition / Concrete Detail #3:  

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

i. Commentary #1: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

j. Commentary #2: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

k. Transition / Concluding Sentence (with transition to next paragraph): 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

IV. Body Paragraph #3 

 

a. Transition / Topic Sentence: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

b. Transition / Concrete Detail #1:  

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

c. Commentary #1: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

d. Commentary #2: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

e. Transition / Concrete Detail #2:  

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



Burke  

 

f. Commentary #1: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

g. Commentary #2: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

h. Transition / Concrete Detail #3:  

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

i. Commentary #1: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

j. Commentary #2: 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

k. Concluding Sentence (with transition to next paragraph): 

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

V. Concluding Paragraph  

 

a. Restate Main Thesis: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________ 

b. Universal Meaning: This the “So what?” Why did the author use these things/write this 

way? What does this have to do with our world? Our lives? What is the lesson this 

teaches us? Why should we care? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 



Spokane Virtual 

2021 Summer School  
June 24 - August 4  •  $120 per student 

Keep your children connected to learning! 

Elementary Literacy Support Class (grade K-8): 

Literacy program supports emergent and struggling readers 
to develop reading using Lexia and writing skills.   

AND/OR  
(Spokane Public Schools families can register for one and get both) 

Elementary Math Support Class (grade K-8): 

Math program supports development of strong number 
sense and algebraic reasoning using Dreambox. 

SVL Summer School is a web-based, educational program that provides instructor-led online non-
credit courses for a personalized learning  experience.  SVL presents students with an interactive 
learning experience, not a textbook online.   

Register at www.spokanevirtual.com - Questions:  SVL@spokaneschools.org 

 

Note:  SPS Students with access to Lexia and Dreambox during the school year 
can continue to use these programs during the summer at no cost. Paid sum-
mer classes provide teacher support and additional writing instruction. 

Online Instruction plus Optional Virtual Drop-in Teacher Labs  

during summer school dates from 10:30-12 on: 

• Mondays:  Grade K-3 Focus  

• Wednesdays:  Grade 4-8 Focus 
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